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APRIL ANNUAL MEEETING
The April 4 meeting was again well attended with a good quorum present. Over 50 members were there.
Elections were held and re-elected the incumbent officers. Congratulations to a board we are all happy to
have a leaders.
During the meeting Harold Joseph was surprised with a beautiful plaque upon his retirement of
chairman of the Patriot Cane Project. He credits his success to his wife Setsuko’s fortifying tea and
cakes, but I am sure that wasn’t all. He was dedicated in his commitment to our veterans and his ability
to serve as a team leader. Thank you Harold from the members of the MWCA.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Here it was the last days of April, spring has sprung and May 11th is coming in just a short week. The MWCA Learning Seminar is
shaping up very well. We have 143 students signed up. There are places still available in the following classes: Cheryl Dow-Wood
Burning, Floyd Rhadigan-Caricature & Canes, Bill Heether-Basics, Rod Walker-Fish Carver Power, Chris Howard-Faces & Busts,
Gary Bityk-Bark Carving, Sandy Holder-Carousel Horses, Leah Goddard-animal hand, Silvano Salvador-deep relief. Jim WilsfordPower Animal Carving has 1 opening. The Stenman’s-Shallow Relief have 2 openings. Wayne Shinlever-caricatures has one opening.
We are still excepting applications until the opening day of the Seminar. This year’s seminar is going to be another great one. I wish to
express my sincere thanks to all the wonderful members who have done an excellent job in getting this seminar ready for May 11th.
We still have a lot of last minute things to finish but we will be ready. Just a reminder that the 2010 seminar will be one week later,
May 17th to the 21st. 2010 at the Midland Fairgrounds.
Two shows have gone by the Metro and the Greater Lansing show, both were a great success, and well attended. The next show is
the Sunrise Side Show at Oscoda on the 9th & 10th of May. Come to the Sunrise show and then head for Midland.
Everything else seems to have shaped up and is running very well. See you all in Midland. Andrew Luckhardt, President

CLUB SHOWS AND HAPPENINGS
WOODBEE CARVERS - Midtown Mall about having a show in the mall. The mall will provide tables and we will be able to hold
our raffles. The show would be held on October 2nd. Please contact Gail or Ted to let us know if you want a table at the Midtown
Mall Show. We will not be having a competition but everyone will be able to show and sell their carvings.
Bob and Ted taught soap carving to a group of Boy Scouts on March 24th at Woodland School.
GRAND VALLEY CARVERS - This July, the Grand Valley Woodcarvers members will be displaying our fine workmanship at the
Belding Arts Council. At their April meeting the disk on how to carve the eagle head was shown.
METRO CARVERS – March carver of the month is Lee Bodrie. He got hooked when 16 years ago he and his father attended a
carving show and ended up bringing home wood, tools and patterns. They became Metro members a year later. He has carved fish,
animals, birds, golf balls and has done some wood burning.
April’s carver of the month is Colin Smith. Starting back in 1982 he took a class by Bob McAnely on bird carving. Then on to
lessons with Tony Malkowski and Bill Wolfe, carving small animals and caricatures. He enjoys carving birds mostly and gives them
to family and friends.
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METRO SHOW – Our 29 show is now over and was an outstanding success. Exhibitors and vendors filled 110 tables and the
overall quality of the carvings and stiffness of the competition was amazing. The show attendance was up with 1,237 visitors. People’s
choice winner was Edgar Potestades and Carver’s Choice was Tom Hunter. Our youth winner was 15 year old Angela Podgorski.
Kayla Phillips skillfully lead the soap carving.
GREATER LANSING SHOW – This year’s show was again a top winner. Many people came through and was better attended than
st
nd
last year. Best of Show: Gary Arens – Dog carving with 1 runner up: John Blank’s Ram bust and the 2 runner up was Ed
Sowulewski with a caricature carving of a carver carving a duck. Judges were: Mike Izzo, Pete DeDecker and Charlie Flanders
The show theme, endangered and threatened animals competition was won by Earl Fisher with his Cougar carving.

HAPPY CHIPPERS - would like to remind everyone about our 2nd Annual Whittlin’ at the Woodlands event September 18-20, 2009.
Come join us for a fun weed-end of carving and fun. For more information call Mary Lou Sheppard 989-473-3160 or Mary Ann
Stephens 989-387-1170 or 989-728-4022.
TRI-CITY CARVERS - Saturday, May 2nd . St. Charles Village Park. North end of the village, we will be carving from 9 a.m. until
4 p.m. Bring your own chair, there will be food venders there. It is a Boy Scout Camporee. Many of them are looking for a hobby.
They report that they are doing very well, tables are now available for $20 for carvers and $30 for vendors. Ed Sowulewski will be
their featured carver. Remember their show has changed both dates and venue. Saturday September 19 at the Second Presbyterian
Church, Westminster Hall on Midland Road (M-47). For show information you can call Dave Arndt 989-793-3520 or go to
www.carverscompanion.com/tricity.html
SUNRISE SIDE CARVERS - A class given by Charlie Flanders on miniature ‘Praying Hands’. We had hands of every shape and
size and fortunately all had a thumb and four fingers. Hurray carvers!! He also shared his technique for carving a maple leaf pin. Jerry
Wergedal taught a class on a ‘Bavarian Santa’ and Howard Lahti had a class on a rabbit pin, ready for Easter. We really appreciate our
members sharing their talents. Jodie Lahti gave a painting class for the March projects.
The “Featured Artist” for our May 9-10 show is none other than well known “David and Sally Nye” The Fanbird Carvers. We hope
to see you all there.
CHIPS AND CHATTER
INSURANCE CERTIFICATE – Please remember, if your club needs an insurance certificate for your show or event, please send a
request at least 30 days in advance if possible to give us time to process your request. All requests are to be emailed to Rizal Baysa at
rbaysa1@comcast.net or call him at 586-781-3921 Also for your convenience there is a downloadable MWCA Club Insurance
Request form posted on the www.miwca.com web page available in MS Word or .pdf.
RAMBLING RON’S WEBBINESS:
Tip time ... When you are trying to match paint color, brush the fresh paint on a baggie. Then place it over the old paint to see if it is a
match with the paint on your carving.
The Woodbeecarver Don Mertz shows us how to carve a wooden Santa Gift Tag. It is carved out of half inch thick basswood
approximately four inches high and wide. The size can be varied either a little larger or a little smaller. http://woodbeecarver.com
Using a Knife: When working on a small carving that can be held in the hand, hold the wood in the left hand (assuming you are right
handed), the knife in the right. Keep the left hand behind the knife and use the left thumb on the blunt side of the blade to act like a
lever to control the cut. With the thumb stationary, rotate your right hand and wrist to make the cut. You can also hold the knife as
though you were peeling an apple. Just be careful not to nick your thumb. You might want to use a Thumb Guard, too. For more tips
got to www.CarvingTips.com
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EVART ROUNDUP- The Chief Osceola and West Michigan Carvers are getting ready for our 11 annual Roundup June 10-13.
Because of some damage to a few of the new tables at the fairgrounds, everyone is asked to please bring a table protective mat when
you carve at the tables. We are also looking for donations of carpet squares (about 18” square) we can pass out for the carvers to use.
Furniture and carpet stores may donate some to the Roundup if you ask. I took a brochure of the roundup with me and one place
donated 20, another 25, so we have a good start. If you can bring a few with you when you come that would be a big help.
We are planning a Wed night dessert-luck and fellowship, a trade blanket Thurs. night, a hot dog roast and music concert/jam on
Fri night and there will be a potluck on Saturday afternoon. The Evart Lions Club will have breakfast and lunches each day. They will
not have any dinner specials this year, but may stay open till around 5 or 6 pm. if needed with their usual daily menu.
For anyone planning to stay at the Super 8 in Evart, be sure to tell them you are attending the Roundup to receive a special rate of
$69 per night. Their number is 231-734-0470.
Isa & Bill Hastings will be teaching carving, wood burning and painting of a realistic looking Mallard Duck Feather, suitable for
framing. We also will have carved feathers prepared and ready to wood burn and paint (for the non carvers.). The feather kit includes
1 carved blank, 1 rough out, and will take about hours of instruction. We will supply the correct paint for finishing your feather. The
total cost will be $20.00 for supplies, which include the materials mentioned above. Additional blanks will be available. Blanks for
ladies Broaches and earrings will be available as well.
http://www.evartroundup.com for more information or call 231-734-5125 or 231-734-9131.
THE NEXT “CHATTER” NEWSLETTER GOES OUT BY E-MAIL ONLY on or about the first of the months listed below. All
news needs to be to the editor, Sandy Holder by the 25th of the month prior to publication. E-Mail and phone listed below.
CHATTER NEWSLETTER IS PUBLISHED THE FIRST OF:
JANUARY
MARCH
MAY
JULY
SEPTEMBER NOVEMBER

DATE
5/9-10
5/11-15
6/10-13
6/15-19

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
LOCATION
INFORMATION
Oscoda Community Center – Oscoda
989-736-3678
Midland Fairgrounds – Midland
734-323-4685
Osceola Fairgrounds – Evart
231-734-5125
www.evartroundup.com
231-734-9131
Creative Carving Seminar
Osceola Fairgrounds – Evart
734-649-3259
www.fantasycarving.com
Before attending any event you may want to call to see if there have been any changes or cancellations.
EVENT
Sunrise Side Carving Show
MWCA Learning Seminar
Wood Carvers Roundup
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